To our community of friends, far and wide:
As you have read in the news, Big Sur has been hit by a series of historic winter
storms that have devastated the communities and highways of this beautiful
coast. The Hermitage has suffered great damage to our road as well. Because of
highways blocked by slides and damaged bridges, the monks and staff are cut
off from normal deliveries of supplies, and we have had to close our doors to
guests and visitors. Our main avenue of supporting ourselves has been taken
away for the near future.
We firstly and most importantly ask for your prayers: prayers that those whose
lives have been altered by these storms will have the courage and heart to carry
on; prayers that the crews working feverishly to repair broken highways will be
safe and not lose hope as slides continue to rain down; prayers that we all have
the faith and courage to fulfill God's will, and use this catastrophe to grow in love
and support of each other and our environment.
Secondly, we ask for any financial support you may be able to afford and to
spread this request to your network of friends and family so that we can
overcome the financial and physical damage done to the Hermitage by these
storms (which are not over yet).
This winter damage is turning out to be the single biggest challenge to the New
Camaldoli Hermitage in its 59-year history. We are the keepers of this beautiful
and sacred land and hermitage, and now more than ever before we need help to
bring it back to safe and operational condition. We are stranded, between broken
bridges and broken highways. Our phones do not work. We have limited fuel and
even more limited funds. But we are not broken in spirit; we refuse to leave, to
give into these storms, while there is still a chance to remain and repair damages.
If you can help financially, please visit our disaster relief site
at https://www.gofundme.com/Newcamaldolirelief
Your donations are tax-deductible. Your support, in any form, is gratefully
received. Please consider passing this message on to your networks. And
blessings to you.
Prior Cyprian

